MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF THE PEMBROKE TOWN COUNCIL HELD AT THE TOWN HALL, PEMBROKE, ON THURSDAY, 11TH JUNE 2026

Present:
Councillors:
		Cllr J Grimes (Mayor), G Jones , K Nicholas, L Jenkins, R Blackburn, L Asman,
		D Bush, A Mortenson, D Willcocks, A Brinn (hybrid), D Evans, D Willington

In attendance:
Suzie Thomas (Town Clerk)
Jayne Howes (Assistant Town Clerk)
Rachel Jones (Receptionist)
Rob James (Mayor’s Chaplain)


24. 	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE / DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Councillor Lee Herring. Declarations of interest from Councillor Keith Nicholas, Cllr Ann Mortenson and Cllr Gareth Jones
	
      25.	TO SIGN AND CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THURSDAY, 7TH MAY 2026

	The minutes were accepted as an accurate record.

26. 	QUESTION & ANSWER SESSION WITH MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC (MAX 10 	MINS)
A member of the public was present who informed Council of an upcoming event booked at the Town Hall on Saturday 20th June. 

27. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES (FOR INFORMATION ONLY)

		a) Update on Henry Tudor Centre Exhibition Consultation 
		The Clerk provided an update on the consultation event held at the Town Hall on 	Thursday, 21st May. Based on the feedback received during the afternoon session, 	the exhibition was regarded positively and was considered to have been well received.

		b) Update on Horse Fayre 
		Members reported that several complaints had been 	received from the public 	concerning the welfare of the horses during the “ride out,” which took place in 	exceptionally high temperatures. The Mayor advised the meeting that he would be 	attending a meeting at County Hall with the Chief Executive to review the issues 	raised and address any associated concerns.
		
		c) Conservation concerns
		Councillor Asman asked whether there had been any update regarding enforcement 	action on the properties in Main Street that were not complying with conservation rules 	and guidelines. The Clerk informed the meeting that she had contacted the 	enforcement officer again to request a further update.

		d)  UK Town of Culture
		The Clerk informed Council that she had received an email from the UK Town of 	Culture team advising that, due to the overwhelming number of applications, the 	decision on progressing to the next stage has been postponed until the end of July.

	
  28.	PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED
		26/0094/LB
		Site Address:  2 The Quay, Pembroke, Pembrokeshire SA71 4NT
Proposal:  Installation of mechanical ventilation and associated fan and flue penetrations through the roof, to provide ventilation to the kitchen of the Royal George Pub
Council would support the application

26/0043/PA
		Site Address:  61 Main Street, Pembroke, SA71 4DA
Proposal:  Alterations and extension of exisiting garage
Council would support the application
						 
      29.	PLANNING APPLICATIONS DETERMINED

		25/1040/PA
		Site Address: Florissant, Lower Lamphey Road, Pembroke, Pembrokeshire, 	SA71 4AF
		Proposal:  Alterations and extensions to a dwelling and erection of a detached 	garage
		Decision: Condtionally Approved

		26/0040/CL
		Site Address:  2 Tudor Close, Pembroke, Pembrokeshire, SA71 5QD
		Proposal:  Construct a 3 x 4 m a solid roof conservatory to the South Elevation. 
		Decision:  Refused

		The above was noted

		
    30.	LICENSING
	
None received

    31.   TO CONSIDER THE LIST OF ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

	Set out below is the list of bills for payment and confirmation:

	
	36
	Amazon
	Capillary matting
	£19.71

	37
	Screwfix
	Sink trap
	£4.82

	38
	Wages
	Week ending 4.5.26
	£700.88

	39
	M&G Energy
	Nitrile gloves & LED bulb bayonet
	£8.25

	40
	M&G Energy
	Statesman Dishwasher
	£240.83

	41
	Tesco
	Refreshments for Mayor Making
	£166.25

	42
	Tesco
	Refreshments for Mayor Making
	£31.87

	43
	Kaylee's Glittered Goods
	Vinyl Mayor Name
	£40.00

	44
	Argos
	Bona 4L wood floor cleaning solution refill
	          £20.00

	45
	Carmarthenshire County Council
	Pension April 
	£2,077.21

	46
	Morrisons
	Food for Mayor's Luncheon
	£101.22

	47
	Cllr Gareth Jones
	Town Crier's Allowance
	£125.00

	48
	HMRC
	TAX/NI April
	£1,759.96

	49
	Wages
	Week ending 11.5.26
	£700.88

	50
	Castle Stores Londis
	Food for Mayor's Luncheon
	£5.00

	51
	Broker/Aldi/Farmfoods
	Food for Mayor's Luncheon
	£251.18

	52
	Castle Stores Londis
	Water for Mayor's Luncheon
	£9.86

	53
	Mott 
	Meat for Mayor's Luncheon
	£357.99

	54
	Upton Farm
	Food for Mayor's Luncheon
	£89.73

	55
	Upton Farm
	Food for Mayor's Luncheon
	£11.98

	56
	Wisebuys
	Food for Mayor's Luncheon
	£6.08

	57
	Asda
	Food for Mayor's Luncheon
	£34.99

	58
	Tesco
	Food for Mayor's Luncheon
	£13.50

	59
	Co-op/Aldi
	Food for Mayor's Luncheon
	£31.79

	60
	Tesco
	Food for Mayor's Luncheon
	£19.19

	61
	Wisebuys
	Food for Mayor's Luncheon
	£16.69

	62
	Asda
	Food for Civic Service
	£36.77

	63
	Pembrokshire County Council
	Trade Waste Charges 2026-27
	£208.00

	64
	Pembrokshire County Council
	Trade Waste Charges 2026-27
	£244.60

	65
	B Shilke
	Window cleaning
	£20.00

	66
	Pembroke Packaging & Print Ltd
	A4 photocopying paper Blue
	£12.97

	67
	British Gas
	Gas 2.4.26 - 26.4.26
	£194.12

	68
	Total Tech Ltd
	Domain renewal for pembroketowncouncil.co.uk
	£14.39

	69
	Duplicate No 48 HMRC
	TAX/NI April
	£1,759.96

	70
	CSE Catering Equipment Hire
	Wine glasses and chiller for Mayor Making
	£227.05

	71
	Tesco
	Food for Mayor's Luncheon
	£3.99

	72
	Training at Work Group
	Food Hygiene & Safety Online course x3
	£34.50

	73
	Mayor's Allowance
	Flowers for Mayor Making
	£110.00

	74
	Wages
	Week ending 18.5.26
	£812.08

	75
	Mayor's Allowance
	Raffle prizes/flowers
	£212.31

	76
	Infinity Document Solutions
	Photocopies/Support/Annual Warranty Charge
	£187.81

	77
	British Gas
	Gas 2.3.26 - 1.4.26
	£418.59

	78
	K D & L Mason
	15 bags of compost
	£100.00

	79
	British Gas
	Gas 2.4.26 - 26.4.26
	£194.12

	80
	Jara Trading Ltd
	Flip top bottles with stoppers
	£20.82

	81
	NextDay Catering Equipment
	1 x Olympia pump action airpot 5L teapot infuser
	£21.23

	82
	Salaries/Wages
	May and week ending 22.5.26
	£4,446.14

	83
	G.G.T. Thomas & Son Ltd
	Service to gas boiler and boiler guard
	£602.00

	84
	Manutan Uk Ltd
	Traffic cones x 10
	£59.37

	85
	Paul Bowen Plumbing & Heating
	Supply & install new flush valve & handle to disabled toilet
	£87.00

	86
	Boston Seeds
	Wildflower seeds 
	£23.32

	87
	Aldi Stores
	Cleaning materials
	£10.96

	88
	Bernie Scourfield CPFA
	Internal Audit
	£300.00

	89
	My History
	Minute Books
	£100.12




It was proposed that the above schedule of payments was approved for payment. All voted in favour.

  32.	COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORT

	County Councillor Grimes (Mayor) issued all Councillors with his quarterly report. 

  33.	CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED

	The following correspondence has been received from Rev’d Heidi de Gruchy
	Dear Suzie, David, Jonathan, Deborah, Gareth and all the Town Council Team!
	Thank you so much for the wonderful refreshments after the service and for being willing to combine the blessings as you did. Bishop Dorrien really enjoyed meeting you all and we at St Marys are very grateful for your kind help, support and it is a privilege to work together for our community and wonderful town of Pembroke, Many Blessings, Heidi
	
	The following correspondence has been received from Jonathan and Angela Beharrell (Street Pastors)
	Dear Suzie Jayne, David, Kaylee, Gareth and all at Pembroke Town Hall team, with Simon and Paul
	We do wholeheartedly appreciate and enthusiastically thank you all so very much for your absolutely outstanding reception and the Civic luncheon which together as a team, you have so generously and selflessly given. We can only imagine the unseen toil, planning and preparation over many days that preceded yesterday. May you each and all rest very well now in the sure and certain knowledge that every detail of your meticulous care and thought is deeply honoured in our gratitude. With our warmest goodwill always.


	The following correspondence has been received from Pastor Rob James
	To all Town Hall Staff
	We are so thankful for all you do and the gracious way in which you do it. Blessings Rob.

	The following correspondence has been received from Councillor Gareth Jones
	To the Pembroke Town Hall Team.
	Thank you all so much for the support this year as we delivered so much for our town. Gareth. 

34.	The following correspondence has been received from Visit Pembrokeshire

Planning Application Reference 25/1101/PA – DARC Planning Proposal at Cawdor Barracks, Brawdy, Haverfordwest SA62 6NN
The DARC (Deep Space Advanced Radar Capability) proposal at Cawdor Barracks would redevelop the former military airfield into a major deep-space radar facility for the UK, forming part of a joint UK-US-Australia network designed to track satellites, space debris and other objects in orbit. The Ministry of Defence proposal includes 27 radar antennas, associated infrastructure, support buildings and environmental mitigation works.
Some stakeholders may already be aware of the proposals and may have submitted representations; however, awareness across the sector appears to remain limited. A number of organisations and businesses within the tourism industry have expressed concerns regarding the potential impact of the development, and we encourage all interested stakeholders to submit their views directly through the planning process.
Although the formal consultation period closed on 20 May, we understand that
representations may still be accepted up until the date the application is determined. We don't know when this will be so if you would like to make representation it will be important to do so asap for this to be considered.
Details of the proposal can be viewed here
Comments can be submitted by email to: planning.support.team@pembrokeshire.gov.uk 
Please quote:
• Planning application reference: 25/1101/PA
• Site address: DARC Planning Proposal at Cawdor Barracks, Brawdy, Haverfordwest SA62 6NN
• Your full name and postal address
You may also wish to share your views with members of the planning committee or your local councillor. Find your local councillor here
As the official Destination Management Organisation for Pembrokeshire, and a business-led public/private sector partnership, we represent a broad range of stakeholders across the private, public and third sectors. Given the diversity of views across our membership and wider stakeholder network, we have informed Pembrokeshire County Council that it would not be appropriate for the organisation to adopt a single collective position on the application.
However, we have respectfully requested that, in determining the application, the planning committee gives full consideration to the potential implications for Pembrokeshire's visitor economy alongside all other relevant planning considerations.
	
The above was noted

	
  35.	MAYORAL APPOINTMENTS
	
	13.5.26
	Classic Cars
	The Commons, Pembroke
	4.00pm

	21.5.26
	Mayoral Ceremony
	Tabernacle Congregational Church, Haverfordwest
	11.00am

	8.6.26
	Warm Room
	Foundry House
	10.30am



	The above was noted.
  36.	AGENDA ITEMS

37. TO REVIEW & APPROVE THE INTERNAL AUDIT 

The Clerk presented to Council the Internal Audit undertaken by Mr B. Scourfield. Members reviewed the findings and, following discussion, it was proposed and unanimously agreed to accept and approve the Internal Audit.

38. 	TO REVIEW & APPROVE THE ACCOUNTING STATEMENT, INCLUDING THE 	ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT FOR ACCOUNTS YEAR ENDING 25/26 	(TOWN CLERK)

The Clerk presented Council with the Annual Governance Statement and the Accounting Statement for the financial year ending 2025/26, along with all supporting documentation. Following a thorough discussion and review, it was proposed and agreed that both the Accounting Statement and the Annual Governance Statement be approved. The Mayor then signed the statements on behalf of the Council. Council thanked the Clerk and Deputy Clerk for their work in preparing the audit. 

39. 	TO REVIEW APPLICATIONS FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE (TOWN CLERK)
The Clerk presented two applications for financial assistance:
1. Monkton Church – Monkton Playgroup
2. Mr Peter Coleman – Refugee Week
Item 1 was approved, and a grant of £350.00 was awarded to the Playgroup to support a water sports day for the children.
Council resolved that Item 2 did not meet the criteria for financial assistance; however, £50.00 was to be allocated to Mr Coleman from the Local Activities Budget.
40. 	TO REVIEW & APPROVE QUARTERLY BUDGET REVIEW AND APPROVE 	MINUTES FROM THE FINANCE MEETING HELD ON THE 19TH MAY 2026  	(ATTACHED)

The Clerk presented the quarterly budget review alongside the Minutes of the Finance Committee meeting. Following discussion and consideration, it was proposed that the quarterly budget review be accepted, and that an agenda item be added to the next meeting to review expenditure within the play park budget.

41. TO REVIEW AND APPROVE A NEW BIODIVERSITY COMMITTEE & REPORT/PLAN 
The Clerk presented Council with a Biodiversity Policy for consideration. Following discussion, it was resolved that the policy be approved. A new Biodiversity Committee was subsequently established, comprising Cllr Asman, Cllr Jenkins, Cllr Willington, Cllr Mortenson, and Cllr Nicholas.

42. 	FOOTPATH CONCERNS (COUNCILLOR ASMAN)
Councillor Asman raised concerns regarding the number of trees that have re‑seeded on the water side of Castle Pond, as well as the deteriorating and potentially dangerous condition of the footpath in that area.
During discussion, Councillor Collins advised that the overgrowth at the base of the castle walls falls under the responsibility of Pembrokeshire County Council (PCC), and that this work is already scheduled for September.
It was resolved that the Clerk write to PCC to request that tree pollarding be carried out at the same time as the scheduled maintenance works.
		
43. 	TO DISCUSS THE POSSIBILITY OF PURCHASING A SHED FROM INCOME 	RECEIVED FROM STATION ROAD COMMUNITY GROWING AREA PLOTS
The Clerk presented to Council the income received from the Station Road community growing area plots. Although the amount was modest, she recommended that any income generated should be reinvested back into the site. She asked Council to consider the purchase of a wooden shed to be erected on the site, enabling rainwater collection as there are currently no water facilities available.
The Clerk provided two quotations for a wooden shed. Following discussion, it was resolved that the purchase could proceed, subject to exploring the option of upgrading to a tongue‑and‑groove construction rather than standard lap‑panel fencing, if funding allowed.

44. 	TO REVIEW AND APPROVE THE PURCHASE OF A NEW HOT WATER 	CYLINDER FOR KITCHEN

	The Clerk presented the Council with two quotations for the removal of the existing hot water cylinder and its replacement. Due to the age of the current unit—along with ongoing issues including repeated tripping and failure to supply hot water—the Council considered the matter. Following discussion, it was resolved to accept the quotations and proceed with the replacement.
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